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‘UNITED STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL 


Hillsdale, Michigan 
. June, 1950 — 


‘The Spring Meeting of the Committees of the United Stewardship Council 
was held in Detroit, Michigan, in April, Every member of the committees was 
present or sent regrets. The business of the Council was completed on Friday. 
On Saturday three sessions were spent in a conference with laymen, They came 
from several states and together with members of the Council discussed the 


place of Stewardship in the program of a church and the place of laymen in 
that program. It was pronounced a very helpful session. 


| The Methodists have just held a notable meeting in Fargo, North 
Dakota, attended by representatives of churches in that state, South Dakota and 
Minnesota. It represents one of the most advanced steps in Stewardship promotion 
undertaken by any group. | ; 
‘The Northern Baptists ended their year of Stewardship Advance at the 
convention in Boston in May. The closing eddress for the Advance, which was also 


the opening address for the future Stewardship program, was given by President 
Harold Stassen. | 


) STEWARDSHIP FACTS for 1950 was edited by Miss Merie L. Sievert and 
Miss Helen K. Wallace. It is a rare booklet of 64 pages. 25¢ per copy; twenty- 


five copies or more, 15¢ each. Send to Council for copies. 


Another recent publication of the Council is THE WAY TO PERMANENT 


‘WEALTH, by the Rev. Earle V. Pierce--10¢ per copy. 


hi A retired Methodist minister, who lives in a wheel chair, has recently 


‘written an article for the local paper in his village, stressing the need of 


more money for missions and the wisdom of contributing Heifers for the needy. 


“The Rev. H. Spenser Minnich has returned to Ejgin, Illinois, after 


eighteen months spent in India, We welcome him back to our Stewardship circles, 


| The Seventh Day Adventists have anew S,. &. Quarterly devoted to 
Christian Stewardship, its responsibilities and blessings, and a book by 


 §. ds Wellman entitled "Your Stewardship and Mine." 


Kinet ub report of Dr. Arthur H, ldmouze for his last deys on the Con- 
tinent of Europe is being distributed. He crossed over to London and spent 
a few weeks in Scotland, Englend, Weles, Ireland, and one short trip back to 


France to complete the task, It has proved to be of immense value to the 


churches, It should be enlarged and extended. 


Harry S, Myers 
Secretary 


MISSION OF FELLOWSHIP 
IN 
WORLD CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


Report No. 6 from the Rev. Arthur H. Limougze Mey 6, 1950 


This report is being prepared in London, It will not cover in detail 
all that we would like to write of ectivities since leaving Germany. In fact 
we could not give all the cata on that country in reports tit in thus fer. Our 
finel report may include then, | ie 


We closed the office in 17 Route de Malagnou. We are iene to DE" 
Visser 't Hooft and the World Council staff, especially the Treasurer's. Department 
and the Reconstruction Department for many courtesies. It was like leaving home 
to start out from Geneva for Paris. GENEVA had become a second home to us. 


Before we left Dr. Mackie of the Reconstruction Department oaliied a 
special meeting of members of that Department's staff to discuss matters with me. 
Bishop Blair Larned of the American Protestant Episcopal Church was in the group. 
All expressed the desire to have a copy of our final report with its recommenda- 
tions, and all were gracious enough to say that they felt that the mission had 
accomplished "an amazing amount of work’ and should be continued, 


My suggestions to the group arose out of our ekperinnees this yoor, 
They were many in detail but in the main they pointed to: 


1. The need of a stewardship mission on the Continent, __ 

2. The fact that such a mission should be ea long range one of at least 
three years. . 

3. That in the mission we should major each year in the most promising 
situations. For the next stage I proposed Germany and the Scan- _ | 
dinavian Countries, giving at least three months to Germany end a 
month or more to Scandinavia. 

4. That a better timing of the mission would call for field work up to 
Easter, and after Eester cultivation of opportunities in institutes 
and conferences calling the laity together in such centers as 
Bossy, the Kirik in Welt, Youth Conferences, and general church | 
assemblies. 

5. That in each year the ground should be prepared for, the next year's 
program. 

6, That we should look forward to making possible the visit to and 
training in America of a few choice leaders who could specrhead 
future furtherance of tehaniheer ners in their own country. 1) ty, 


All of this involves a budget. The bhfoctives it ee for could be 


realized if funds were available, I have the feeling that they will become ened Load itd) 


able if the work is to be done. One thing is certain and thet is that any money 
invested in such a Stewardship Enterprise will pay rich dividends to Europe and © 


America. Ten to fifteen thousand dollars a year invested in a three cat cant) Wayen 


it will earn many thousands more, ; Haat 


ch 


In PARIS I had an “encouraging conference with Dr. Marc Boegner. I 
preached again in the American Church, the Rev. Clayton Williams, D.D., pastor. 
I also had the opportunity of addressing the student body of the French Evan- 
gelical Seminary. The literature 1 took with me to the Seminary melted away 
when I offered it to the men. A file of it for this seminary was requested by 
the Hens of Peete Theology. 


eon Paris rf went to Belgium and Holland. Pastor Emile Jequter, 
president of the Protestant Council of Belgium set up a series of meetings 
which were most satisfactory. 


hy ean Antwerp. Pastor Hoycis met me at the train in a driving sleet storn. 
He had the entire parish council present to meet us, For the first time I had 
interpreters on two languages, French and Flemish. The general agreement was 
that the Belgien Churches would welcome an extension of the sort of thing we did 
in Reel i i 


| At the antes meeting I used the Presbyterien U.S.A. Turnover Chart. 
It and the duplex envelope, pledge card, end canvass methods we use interested 


. ches A those present. 


BELGIUM has a neil council of Pretestant Churches. The Protestant 


ye group ag very small, about one per cent of the total population. Some churches 

- recognized by the State receive public aid, but the Free Evangelical Churches 
depend entirely upon the gifts of their people: They follow the custom of assess- 

ing each district a certain amount for the central fund out of which pastors! 

- salaries are paid. Of this a certain percentage is devoted to missions. Then 


See ee are taken locally for maintenance and special needs. 


One very keen Free Ghurch leader pointed out that the Free Churches had 


i eaaictea their repairs of damages done by wer paying for the same out of their 


gifts, while the State supported churches in some cases were still waiting on 


| the government for funds to do their restoration work. He remarked that the 


State churches were still lementing the failure of the government, and seid that 


Pattie State supported churches mien’ have followed with profit the ea of the 
Free Churches. 


In Brussels I was met by Pastor Schyn of the large church there, One 


, meeting was held in the Dutch Church parish house, A wonderful group of pastors 
and prominent laymen was brought together by Pastor Schyn, One of the best dis- 


cussions I have hed on the Continent marked this meeting, with encouragement to 


us to continue along the line we are working. 


The next day I took the train for Mons where I caught a tram for Wasmes 


dn the heart of the coal mining district of Belgium. For about fifteen miles we 
ls Sodted up hill and dow dale in country very like that around Scranton, When 1 


stepped off the trolley a group of pastors were awaiting me to. rush me to a 


_ pastors' conference and tea. They induced special interest in the way we train 
youth: in America in Stewardship. They were surprised when I described our adult 
- classes” and the part they play in our churches, I found that religious education 
| Nant churches seems to end at confirmation. The natural suggestion made was 


a peel 


In the evening we had a popular meeting. I was hurried to the Wasmes 
Church where I found a crowd filling it. The people were plain folk who work in 
the mines. They made me think of the Welsh miners by the way they sang. Your 
hearts would have been thrilled to hear French words sung to "What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus," and "In the Sweet By and By." I gave a Biblical exposition, 
finishing up with the stewardship application, Then the questions poured in: 
“What do we ask the laity to do?" “How do you prepare them?" "What do the Young 
People do?" "What about the women?" "How do you handle weekly offerings?" etc, 


Late that evening I was driven back to Borinage to have supper at 10:30 
with the young pastor and his wife serving in that church. The man who drove me 
had served some time as a miner in the mines after his graduation from seminary. 
The second man in the car was an ordained minister and a miner. He said, "I am 
paid the regular pastor's salary by the general fund, ond I turn my miner's wages 
over to the church. Don't let reports of Roman Catholic priests working side by 
side with the workers and laborers of France and some other country lead you 
into thinking that the Protestants aren't doing the same thing." 


I tried to get statistics of the churches. J could get no new figures 
for the State supported churches, The latest were 1938! The Free Churches have 
some figures which I em studying. 


The Belgians expressed great interest in audio visual aids, in our 
radio program--they get ten minutes a month on the air! They offer a field of 
fellowship, and opportunity to us. If we wish to go further with them, they 
will cooperate, 


The weather while I was in Belgium was térrible--we had snow daily, 
some sleet and a lot of rain, but we had a wonderful fellowship, and 1 came away 
with many new friends, feeling also that stewardship had won a number of new 
champions. 


I could not give much time to HOLLAND, I did, however, have a fine 
conference with the one man who knows the Dutch Church about as well as any man, 
Dr, Emmen, the clerk of the Church, 


The Dutch suffered in the war. Four hundred of their churches were 
demaged. They have about two thousand pastors and about three million members, 
In the inclusive Protestant picture there are the Evangelical Netherlands Church, 
the Methodist, Mennonites, Baptists, along with the National Church. The Dutch 
Church came out of the war stronger spirituelly. it is working on a program of 
congregations who did not suffer material destruction helping other congregations 
who lost everything. This spirit of mutual helpfulness is giving further strength 
to their fellowship. 


It was my privilege to be in the same program at the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church of England with the head of the National Dutch Church, 
Dr. Wesseldyk, One could catch the note of high courage, which marked the Dutch 
Church during the war, when he spoke. I believe we will find in Dr, Emmen and 
Dr. Wesseldyk real helpers in any future effort we might undertake on invitation 
of the leaders of the Dutch Church, 3 


-ie« 


At present I am in the midst of the schedule set up for ENGLAND and 
SCOTLAND, Report on this will be made in our next letter, which probably will be 
written on shipboard, We sail June 9th on the Queen Elizabeth. I must make a 
special trip to Nimes, France, to speak at the French Reformed Synod, Jume 2 = 5. 
On the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th of May I attended the General Assembly of the English 
Presbyterian Church, appearing on the program. Mey 5th I had a very much worth-~ 
while conference with the leaders of the "Conference of Missionary Societies in 
Great Britain and Ireland," 


Saturday I spent some time with Dr. W. 0, Lewis of the World Baptist 
Alliance. I found him most cooperative, as was also Dr. Norman Goodall of the 
International Missionary Council. I am to meet some more of the Baptist leaders 
on Monday, speak to the treasurers 6f the churches in the British Council of 
Churches, and confer at the Marleybone Presbyterian Church with one of our col- 
leagues of that church, So the days go. What takes place in our mission in the 
United Kingdom will be reported in our next letter. 


My problem is to keep up with my correspondence, dates, and preparation 
for addresses and conferences. I seem to be doing it, although there are times 
when I have to do some concentrated thinking to keep from getting beyond my depth. 


One of the most valuable tools I have is a little loose leaf book in 
which I have listed names and addresses of friends made for stewardship since my 
arrival in Europe. I lost it the other day and thought it was gone; but when I 
called at the first place in which I had been that day, to my joy I found it 
awaiting me. Mrs, Limouze now checks with me about such matters. She has been 
a great help on this trip. 


This report grows as 1 write. May the Stewardship effort at home grow 
iike it. Thank you for sharing the program of the April meeting with me. I 
thought of you when you were in session, 


Ever yours faithfully, 


Arthur H. Limouze 


7 


Sse 


Eotnt 


Neen nay 


